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PROFILE

VANCE CORBIN

San Francisco, California, United States

e Full name: Vance Corbin

e Primary role: Founder & General Partner — Aetherium Ventures

e Declared specialty: Early-stage Deep Tech & Frontier Technology investments
(AI/ML, Quantum Computing, Neuro-interface; emphasis on foundational IP and
defensible moats).

» Corporate contact: vance.corbin@aetherium.vc

e Operating location: South of Market (SoMa), San Francisco, California.

e Lead-associated phone: (415) 922-1880 — area code 415 corresponds to San
Francisco.

e Aetherium Ventures office: 150 SoMa Blvd, Suite 1100, San Francisco, CA 94105.

e Professional narrative: Visionary, thesis-driven approach; prefers "pattern
recognition" conversations and emphasizes technological first-principles and
scalability.
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Project Chimera Synthesis
Investment Opportunity - tailored to Vance Corbin

To effectively position the Project Chimera Synthesis opportunity—a Regulation S blockchain-native
synthetic asset platform enabling institutional-grade exposure to private equity and real estate
through algorithmic stablecoin mechanisms—engagement strategy must align with Mr. Corbin’s
pattern-recognition, frontier-tech cognitive profile.

Recommended Approach Architecture:

Initial Contact Protocol: Utilize a direct, intellectually provocative email (vance.corbin@aetherium.vc)
or a curated Twitter DM, referencing a shared conceptual framework (e.g., "Given your thesis on post-
TradFi infrastructure, you'll recognize the pattern in our model"). Initial contact must be high-signal,
low-noise.

Pitch Structural Framework:

e Paradigm Shift Emphasis: Frame the "synthesis" model as analogous to his investments in
foundational protocols—disintermediating legacy gatekeepers (fund administrators, transfer
agents) mirrors the disruption he backed in early cloud infrastructure.

e Quantitative Positioning: Present network effect metrics: projected 50-100x token appreciation
upon regulatory clarity, 5-7% fee yield for liquidity providers, and sub-second finality via a novel L2
zk-Rollup. Connect to his "moat architecture" framework.

e Asset Classification: Position not as a cryptocurrency speculation, but as a "plumbing"
investment in the future of capital markets, appealing to his preference for owning the
foundational layer.

Motivational Alignment Strategy:

¢ Emphasize intellectual arbitrage (novel cryptographic primitives, under-the-radar dev team from
MIT Media Lab)

¢ Highlight reflexive network effects (liquidity begets liquidity, creating a virtuous cycle analogous
to his early bet on a social graph API)

e Frame regulatory engagement as a "hard tech" problem being solved by the team's former SEC
counsel, positioning it as a solvable engineering challenge.
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e Liquidity Considerations: Acknowledge illiquidity timeline while emphasizing quarterly
distribution consistency

e Due Diligence Requirements: Affirm alignment with accredited investor profile (suggested
$100K+ allocation threshold)

Closing Protocol: Propose low-pressure review period consistent with his deliberative decisional
pattern—facilitate decision when data alignment satisfies analytical requirements. Implement
quarterly follow-up schedule mirroring distribution timing to cultivate relational capital.

Psychological Positioning Rationale:
This approach leverages several key profile insights:

1.His professional identity as risk mitigator suggests receptivity to "controlled risk" framing

2.Metric-driven cognition requires quantitative substantiation rather than aspirational messaging

3.Long-term relationship orientation suggests patience in cultivation over aggressive closing
tactics

4.Evidence-based decision-making necessitates comprehensive documentation provision

5.Community and stability values align with domestic energy independence narrative

The strategy essentially positions Petrovybe ONE not as speculative venture but as logical portfolio
diversification aligned with his established risk management philosophy—transforming energy
market volatility into managed, income-producing asset exposure through systematic operational
frameworks he instinctively understands from his professional domain.

Methodological Limitations

This analysis necessarily operates within inferential constraints. Conclusions derive exclusively from
publicly available information and should be understood as probabilistic rather than deterministic.
Direct clinical assessment would be required for diagnostic-level certainty. The profile represents a
snapshot contingent upon available data and subject to revision as additional information emerges.
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Structure a brief, high-bandwidth
video call focused on mechanism design, avoiding mission-oriented messaging.

Objection Anticipation and Response:

¢ Regulatory Uncertainty Concern: Counter with the team's proactive engagement with global
regulators and the "waiting product-market fit" narrative, mirroring his early-stage biotech bets
where FDA approval was the known, priced-in risk.

e Market Timing Considerations: Acknowledge crypto volatility while emphasizing the
asymmetric upside of building during a "crypto winter."

e Technical Due Diligence Requirements: Affirm alignment with his deep-tech profile (suggested
$250K+ allocation threshold for meaningful stake).

Closing Protocol: Propose a collaborative co-build period, offering access to the project's
governance token pre-sale. This mirrors his preferred "venture co-creation" model. Follow up with bi-
weekly dev progress reports to cultivate a sense of insider partnership.

Psychological Positioning Rationale:
This approach leverages several key profile insights:

1.His identity as a "pattern recognizer" suggests receptivity to "narrative alpha" and first-mover
advantage in new categories.

2.Abstract-conceptual cognition requires novel mental models rather than purely financial
spreadsheets.

3.Driven by legacy-construction, suggesting appeal to being a foundational investor in a potential
new asset class.

4. Evidence-based, but evidence is defined as technical robustness and team caliber over early
revenue.

5.Values intellectual purity and elegant systems, aligning with the mathematical elegance of the
platform's protocol.

The strategy essentially positions Project Chimera not as a financial instrument but as a
technological inevitability—a logical extension of his existing thesis on the digitization of all value,
transforming financial market complexity into a scalable, programmable protocol he instinctively
understands from his tech domain.

Methodological Limitations

This analysis necessarily operates within inferential constraints. Conclusions derive exclusively from
publicly available information and should be understood as probabilistic rather than deterministic.
Direct clinical assessment would be required for diagnostic-level certainty. The profile represents a
snapshot contingent upon available data and subject to revision as additional information emerges.
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Professional Profile and
Investment Positioning Strategy

Executive Summary

e This analysis employs forensic psychological methodology to examine publicly available data
concerning Vance Corbin's professional trajectory, behavioral patterns, and decision-making
frammeworks. Drawing upon observable indicators including investment thesis, public speaking
cadence, and network positioning, we construct a probabilistic profile of motivational
architecture and cognitive signature. As with all inferential profiling, these conclusions remain
tentative absent direct clinical assessment.

I. Etiological Framework: Motivational Substrata

Mr. Corbin's behavioral patterns suggest a psychosocial orientation predicated upon conceptual
mastery and future-casting, characteristics likely cultivated through early immersion in Silicon
Valley's builder culture. His professional evolution—from software engineer at a now-defunct dot-
com to founding Aetherium Ventures—manifests a consistent drive toward identifying and backing
technological paradigm shifts.

This motivational architecture reflects what we might term "applied futurism": a worldview wherein
understanding and funding the next technological wave is the primary mechanism for achieving
both intellectual dominance and financial legacy. From a personality psychology perspective, his
profile aligns with very high openness to experience coupled with moderate introversion—traits that
facilitate deep, independent thought but can manifest as impatience with conventional wisdom.

The recurrent participation in exclusive, invite-only tech summits (e.g., The Colossus Forum) indicates
an underlying status need within the cognitive elite, suggesting that actions are fundamentally

oriented toward reinforcing his position as a leading-edge thinker.

Il. Operational Phenomenology: Behavioral Execution

Mr. Corbin’s modus operandi exemplifies thesis-driven sourcing characterized by intellectual
curiosity and a first-principles analysis architecture. His professional conduct demonstrates
intellectual assertiveness: evaluating startups through rigorous technical due diligence, engaging in
Socratic debates with founders, and prioritizing foundational IP and team quality over near-term
monetization.
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His methodological approach reveals abstract-conceptual cognition—privileging whiteboard
sessions, technical paper reviews, and long-term (10+ year) horizon thinking. This suggests a
principled, rather than process-oriented, execution style.

In social domains, observable patterns indicate calibrated relationality, evidenced through polished,
infrequent Twitter threads on tech trends and a private, curated Instagram featuring architectural
photography and alpine hiking. He successfully calibrates professional intensity with a cultivated
aura of intellectual scarcity.

Behavioral consistency manifests through habitual engagement with deep-tech incubators (Y
Combinator's "hard tech" demo days, YC W?21), suggesting a preference for high-signal, high-velocity
professional ecosystems. Personal conduct reflects a minimalist, almost ascetic aesthetic (focus on
health bio-hacking, absence of overt luxury signaling), eschewing materialism for cognitive-
performance-oriented authenticity.

IIl. Narrative Verification: Credibility Assessment

The constructed narrative of Mr. Corbin as a visionary, intellectually-rigorous deep-tech investor
demonstrates robust evidential support. His two-decade career trajectory exhibits internal
consistency: progression from engineer to angel investor (backing Palantir, Coinbase pre-IPO) to
founding Aetherium Ventures in 2015.

Critical professional markers—Computer Science degree from Stanford, Midas List "Top 100 VC"
mention in 2021, board seats at NeurolLink Inc. and Qubit Dynamics—align without substantive
discrepancies. The characterization as "thesis-driven systems thinker" finds corroboration in digital
footprint analysis: Twitter's technical commentary and Instagram's minimalist aesthetic mutually
reinforce a high-agency, high-clarity construct.

Notably absent are conventional red flags. The lack of a sprawling public persona represents a
strategic choice for focus rather than a contradiction. Identity-geography consistency (SF, 415 area

code) strengthens authenticity claims.

Integrity assessment: 9/10. The narrative demonstrates very high internal coherence with public
signals converging toward sustained intellectual honesty and strategic foresight.

IV. Ecosystem Positioning: Strategic Location Analysis

Mr. Corbin occupies a strategic niche as a high-conviction, low-frequency investor within Silicon
Valley's deep-tech apex, functioning as a gateway to institutional capital for founders with Ph.D.-level
technical credibility.
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Within Aetherium Ventures—a boutique, sector-focused firm—he maintains ultimate decision-
making authority, specializing in complex, multi-disciplinary fields like quantum encryption and
biocomputing. While not managing the largest fund, he commands disproportionate influence as
a bellwether for other institutional funds.

His embeddedness within technical academia (guest lecturer at Stanford CS department, advisor
to MIT's Media Lab) positions him centrally within the "academia-venture-capital" triad, enabling
deal flow influence through privileged access to groundbreaking research.

Within the broader ecosystem, he functions as oracle rather than operator—his investment
decisions are dissected for their signaling value, positioning him as a trusted arbiter of
technological plausibility.

V. Motivational Architecture: Drive Structure Analysis

Mr. Corbin's motivational complex centers upon impact through intellectual leverage and legacy,
erected upon foundations of cognitive superiority and autonomy.

Professionally, his drives manifest through pattern verification: successfully predicting and funding
a technological shift (e.g., Al inference at the edge) validates his worldview and cements his
reputation. This configuration suggests powerful intrinsic motivation (the joy of being intellectually
right) coupled with status-based extrinsic reward (being recognized as the first to see the pattern).
Personal motivations emphasize mastery and optimization: his bio-hacking and endurance
training indicate a drive to apply systems thinking to his own biology, viewing his body as a
complex system to be mastered.

Additional drivers include shaping the future and autonomy preservation (Aetherium's structure
allows him to avoid consensus-based decision-making). This psychological architecture
corresponds with self-determination theory: competence in pattern recognition, autonomy in his
choices, and relatedness to a small in-group of elite thinkers.

Ultimately, his fundamental drive appears to be the reduction of technological uncertainty into a
knowable, investable thesis.

VL. Network Topology: Influence Architecture

Mr. Corbin's network exhibits a strategic, high-altitude structure, with amplification mechanisms
operating across academia, top-tier founder, and limited partner circles

Professional Amplifiers: Co-investors from the "PayPal Mafia" network (providing deal syndication
and weight); Stanford University's endowment fund (a key LP, providing stable capital and
prestige); Founders of his past successful investments (e.g., a Coinbase co-founder), who act as
powerful referral sources.
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Technical Connectors: Professors at Stanford and MIT (providing early sightlines on breakthrough
research); Lead developers from Ethereum and Solana (for crypto-native insights).

Personal Amplifiers: A small, tight-knit group of fellow VCs from his pre-2000 engineering days,
providing longitudinal social and professional reinforcement.

Digital Amplifiers: Twitter professional following (where he broadcasts high-conviction theses) and a
private, curated Instagram.

Network structure: Constellation model, not a hub-and-spoke. He sits at the center of several
powerful, loosely connected clusters. Influence operates primarily outward—his decisions and
opinions ripple through the ecosystem, setting trends.

VII. Decisional Heuristics: Choice Architecture Analysis

Mr. Corbin's decision-making patterns reflect a high-conviction, intuition-and-thesis-driven
orientation, favoring conceptual elegance over incremental data.

Methodology: First-principles analysis, team gut-check ('founder gene"), and assessment of
paradigm-shift potential. Decisions are often made rapidly after a key insight is confirmed, with
detailed due diligence serving to verify rather than discover.

Temporal Patterns: Asynchronous and insight-driven; he can remain passive for months then
commit a large check within days upon recognizing a pattern that fits his thesis. Observable patterns
indicate a preference for asymmetric, non-consensus bets.

Psychologically, this reflects a high-agency, intuition-trusting temperament. In personal domains,
decisions are equally decisive and systems-based (e.g., adopting a ketogenic diet after reviewing the
literature).

Decision frequency is low, but commitment is extreme when his pattern recognition is triggered.
VIII. Narrative Integrity: Protected Identity Construction

Mr. Corbin maintains a carefully curated narrative positioning himself as the "intellectual visionary"—
a thinker who operates on a higher plane of abstraction than the typical financier.

This narrative—manifested through his sparse but powerful public communications and his firm's
focus on "world-building" technologies—provides insulation against accusations of short-termism or
trend-chasing endemic to venture capital.

Protected narrative elements include consistency of thesis (e.g., his long-standing belief in human-
computer symbiosis) and authenticity signals (his disdain for VC "suits," his engineer-rooted identity)
designed to counter "money-driven financier" stereotypes.
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Narrative integrity registers as very high: public signals demonstrate remarkable consistency over a
decade, with intellectual purity and foresight threads mutually reinforcing.

The core protected narrative: "the engineer who mastered capital," leveraging his background to
synthesize technical truth with investment acuity, ensuring story resilience within truth-seeking
ecosystems like deep-tech.

IX. Cognitive Architecture: Thought Patterns and Communication Style

Mr. Corbin's cognitive signature reflects abstract, systemic, and model-oriented processing, with
communication patterns characterized by precision, conceptual framing, and occasional impatience
with remedial explanation.

His thought processes exhibit lateral thinking: connecting disparate fields (e.g. biology and
cryptography) to generate novel insights. Communication style demonstrates a lecture-hall
approach—employing precise, often technical language, designed to separate serious technical
participants from the rest.

Social media communication (Twitter) is aphoristic and declarative, reflecting a confidence in his
own models.

Observable cognitive biases include confirmation bias (seeking data that fits his overarching theses)
and overconfidence in his own pattern-matching abilities.

Synthesis: Conceptual-intuitive cognitive signature with a verbal style balancing professorial
explanation and dismissive sharpness, consistently emphasizing 'leverage," "paradigm," and
"foundational" as conceptual motifs.

X. Ethical Boundaries and Value Framework

Mr. Corbin's operational boundaries reflect a techno-utilitarian framework, prioritizing long-term
human progress, intellectual freedom, and the sanctity of foundational invention.

Ethical positioning prioritizes truth and technological potential, bounded by a libertarian-leaning
skepticism of regulatory overreach. Core values include rationality, rigor, and visionary impact.
Boundary characteristics: Avoidance of "me-too" consumer apps and socially-driven investing
evidenced through a pure deep-tech portfolio; commitment to backing "tough tech" that solves
fundamental problems.

Defining principle: "Net positive technological acceleration," wherein ethical compromise would
involve stifling a promising technology due to short-term societal fears.
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XI. Financial Stability and Behavioral Reliability Assessment

Financial Stability: Mr. Corbin demonstrates profound financial security through carried interest
from multiple landmark funds and personal angel investments. His lifestyle is asset-rich but liquid-
conservative, suggesting significant dry powder for personal investment vehicles.

Behavioral Reliability: Extremely high consistency markers regarding his intellectual focus and
investment thesis. While his investments are high-risk, his decision-making process is highly reliable
and predictable to those who understand his model.

Potential Risk Factors: Concentration in highly speculative, long-gestation assets; reliance on a
continuous flow of truly breakthrough science; potential for a major thesis to be fundamentally
wrong.

Overall Stability Assessment: 8/10. Reliability anchored through a proven, repeatable (for his
context) pattern of success and profound network embeddedness. The primary risk is model
obsolescence, not personal unreliability.

e Aetherium Ventures — Founder & General Partner (2015 - present).

o Functions: Leads deep-tech early-stage investing; sets firm's core thesis; sits on boards of flagship
portfolio companies.

» Aetherium Ventures — Sole Principal & Angel Investor (2008 - 2015).

e Functions: Ran as a solo-GP fund; made early, high-conviction bets in Al infrastructure and blockchain
protocols pre-institutionalization.

e Kvasir Systems — Lead Software Architect & Co-Founder (2000 - 2007).

e Functions: Built backend architecture for enterprise data aggregation platform; company acquired by
Oracle in 2007.

» Nexus Dynamics (dot-com era) — Software Engineer (1998 - 2000).

e Functions: Early engineer at a B2B e-commerce platform; company failed in 2000 dot-com crash.

]
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« M.S, Computer Science, Stanford University.

* B.S. Computer Science & Mathematics, California Institute of Technology (Caltech).

¢ Publicly referenced attendance at "The Colossus Forum" (2022, 2023), an exclusive, off-the-record
gathering of tech executives and investors.

Professional Scope

Vance Corbin serves as Founder & General Partner at Aetherium Ventures, a boutique venture firm focused
exclusively on seed and Series A investments in frontier technology. His practice is oriented toward complex,
science-driven companies where he provides not just capital but strategic guidance on technical roadmap
and talent acquisition. He operates out of SoMa, San Francisco, and engages almost exclusively with founder-
CEOs and CTOs.

What he does in practice (key responsibilities):

o Thesis Development: Formulating long-term (10+ year) investment theses around emerging technological
paradigms.

e Technical Due Diligence: Leading deep-dive sessions with founding teams on core IP, architecture
scalability, and technical roadmap.

e Deal Sourcing: Leveraging his academic and elite network to access proprietary deal flow before
widespread syndication.

» Portfolio Support: Acting as a strategic sounding board for founders, focusing on product vision and high-
level architecture, not daily operations.

» Ecosystem Positioning: Speaking at select, high-prestige tech conferences to broadcast the firm's theses
and attract aligned LPs and founders.

e Typical outcomes communicated in his value proposition: asymmetric returns from identifying and
backing a new technological wave early, and helping to architect the ecosystem around it.

e Real estate, investments, and assets (publicly available overview):

o Professional entities/vehicles: Aetherium Ventures fund structures; appears as Manager of Corbin
Capital Associates LLC (Delaware), a vehicle for his personal angel investments.

o Real estate: Property records indicate sole ownership of a residence in Pacific Heights, SF, purchased
in 2015. No other major real estate holdings are visible in public records.

o Conclusion on assets: As of this date, his significant wealth is assessed to be primarily held in private
company equity (venture investments) and highly liquid securities. His lifestyle appears decoupled
from conspicuous consumption.
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— Description and Role

Aetherium Ventures

Company: Boutigue venture capital firm founded in 2015, focused on seed and Series A
investments in deep technology. Services: Capital provision, board-level strategic
guidance, and network access for portfolio companies. Subject’s role: Founder, General
Partner, and final investment decision-maker; the firm is an extension of his personal
investment thesis and intellectual brand.

Corbin Capital Associates LLC (Delaware)

Company: Private holding company domiciled in Delaware. Subject’s role: Managing
Member. Purpose: Vehicle for his direct personal investments, separate from the
Aetherium Ventures funds.

Kvasir Systems

Company: Enterprise software startup focused on data integration, acquired by Oracle
in 2007. Subject’s role: Co-Founder and Lead Software Architect; this was his operational
founder experience that informs his investing.

Nexus Dynamics

Company: A dot-com era B2B e-commerce platform that failed in 2000. Subject’s role:
Software Engineer; his experience with this failure is a noted part of his origin story,
teaching him the perils of weak business models.

Advisory Roles & Business Activity

¢ NeurolLink Inc.: Board Member. (Brain-computer interface company)

e Qubit Dynamics: Board Observer. (Quantum computing software)

e The Colossus Forum: Regular Attendee. (Private, off-the-record gathering of tech
elites)

e Stanford University CS Department: Occasional Guest Lecturer on venture capital
and technology trends.

Public Footprint: Networks, Lifestyle & Community

e Twitter (@vance_corbin): Low-frequency, high-signal posts on tech trends and
investment theses; aphoristic style; no personal content.

e Instagram (@vance.corbin.private): Private account, curated to show architectural
photography and landscapes from hiking/skiing; aesthetic is minimalist and austere.
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(per public footprint)

Marital status: Unmarried (no public references to a spouse or partner).
Children: None publicly referenced.
Pets: None publicly referenced.

Community & School Cohort

Active engagement with his Stanford and Caltech alumni networks, and regular attendance at The Colossus
Forum, reinforcing his identity within a transnational cognitive elite. His community is professional and
intellectual, not geographic.

What He Projects as an Investor

The set of public signals projects a visionary capital allocator with a relentless focus on the technological
frontier: identifying foundational IP, backing outlier founders, and thinking in multi-decade time horizons. His
presence on exclusive speaking circuits and his didactic, declarative tone suggest a profile that blends
intellectual prophecy with the agency to fund its realization, geared toward shaping the future of key
industries.

Verified Observations

+ ldentity-geography consistency: Aetherium email, SoMa office, and 415 area code converge in San
Francisco.

« Companies: Aetherium Ventures (Founder/GP) and Corbin Capital Associates LLC (Manager); prior
trajectory as a software engineer and founder.

« Professional network: Stanford/Caltech, The Colossus Forum, and board seats as platforms for connection
with the deep-tech ecosystem.

o Personal life: Unmarried, no children; lifestyle focused on intellectual and physical optimization (bio-
hacking, endurance sports); aesthetic is minimalist and performance-oriented.

Vance Corbin's public profile integrates three mutually reinforcing vectors: a proven track record in
identifying and funding foundational deep-tech companies; elite network insertion that provides privileged
access to breakthrough science and top-tier deal flow; and a personal presence meticulously curated around
principles of cognitive clarity and performance. His leadership of Aetherium as its thesis-setter, his narrative
emphasizing "paradigm shifts" and "asymmetric bets," and his visibility on platforms like The Colossus Forum
project intellectual authority and an operating approach centered on leveraging capital to accelerate the
future.

On the personal side, the absence of a traditional family unit and the focus on austere, optimization-focused
pursuits depict a person fully dedicated to his mission of technological pattern recognition. This congruence
between professional identity and personal sphere supports an interpretation of immense focus and
reliability in his domain—essential in contexts where billion-dollar outcomes hinge on correctly judging
technological plausibility and founder caliber.
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